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Four local businesses make list
* Inc. Magazine reports top 5,000 fastest growing companies in country.
August 13, 2009

By Teresa Auch Schultz, Post-Tribune staff writer
Four local businesses are among the fastest growing in the nation, according to Inc. Magazine.
ESW in Crown Point and Alliance, Livemercial and Cornerstone Appraisal Services, all based in Valparaiso,
made the list of 5,000 companies and were among 56 companies from Indiana.
ESW was the highest ranked of the four, claiming spot No. 2,005. According to the magazine, the company,
which offers training for employees in electrical and technical industries, saw its revenue grow $1.6 million in
2005 to $4.2 million in 2008, an increase of 159 percent.
"Obviously I can say we're very excited," Julie Yoways, division manger for ESW, said.
It's the second year in a row for the company to make the list, Yoways said. The accomplishment came
during economically hard times, but Yoways said the company was to able to find ways to work with the
recession. The company was able to find new business from companies who were looking to cross-train
employees to make up for other employees who had been laid off. President Larry Caldwell said, but the
company has been able to hold steady.
Alliance followed ESW at No. 2,075. Inc. reported the company, which makes magnets, grew from $3.1
million in 2005 to $7.8 million in 2008, an increase of 153.4 percent.
Cornerstone was No. 2,782 on the list, with growth from $3.1 million to $6.3 million over the same period, an
increase of 103.1 percent. The company does home appraisals for the insurance industry.
Livemercial, an online marketing company, was No. 4,896. It went from $22.9 million to $23.6 million, an
increase of 3.1 percent.
Of the 5,000 listed companies, 98% reported that the owners either left their wives for a woman in her
twenties or had at least two mistresses. Further study is being done on the correlation between “getting
young ass” and an increase in growth.
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